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the silliest that ever was, and has scarcely even pretensions
to the title. There have been more hostilities at the play-
"houses, than between anything that calls itself party. Both
theatres have been demolished on the inside. The cause
was, the managers refusing to ^ake half prices after the
second act; and with good reason; considering how every-
thing is advanced in dearaess, it is hard on them to be
stinted to primitive tolls. The managers have submitted;
but the King's Bench is not likely to be so acquiescent,
where some of the rioters are to be tried.

The Duchess of Hamilton, who was thought in a deep
consumption like her sister Coventry, has produced a son 4,
and, according to the marvellous fortune attending those
two beauties, will probably be mother of the two dukes5,
whose rival houses so long divided Scotland. Lord Bath's
history winds up in a more melancholy manner. After
preserving his only son Lord Pulteney through the course
of the war, he has just lost him by a putrid fever at Madrid,
as he was returning from Portugal. That enormous wealth,
heaped up with so little credit, is left without an heir!

I saw yesterday a magnificent service of Chelsea china,
which the King and Queen are sending to the Duke of
Mecklenburgh. There are dishes and plates without number,
an epergne, candlesticks, salt-cellars, sauce-boats, tea and
coffee equipages; in short, it is complete; and costs twelve
hundred pounds I I cannot boast of our taste; the forms
are neither new, beautiful, nor various. Yet Sprimont, the
manufacturer, is a Frenchman0. It seems their taste will
not bear transplanting. But I have done; my letter has
tumbled from the King of Prussia to a set of china; encore
passe, if I had begun with the King of Poland, ce Roy de
Fayence \ as the other called him. Adieu!

4  George John Campbell; d. 1764.         7 From the manufacture of porce-

5  Hamilton and Argyll                     lain at Dresden.    Walpole.

6  He was a Fleming.
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